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Searching for Sanctity in all the Wrong Places

I. Moshe’s First Encounter
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4 And the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst
of the bush, and said: 'Moses, Moses.' And he said: 'Here am |.' 5 And He said: 'Draw not
near to this place; take off your shoes from off your feet; for the place upon which you
stand is holy ground.'

Il. A Pre-established Pattern
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1 And Hashem said to Avram: “Go for yourself from your land, from your birthplace, and
from the home of your father; to the land that | will show you.”
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Rabbi Berachya stated: “To what can our father, Avraham, be compared? To a tightly
sealed jar of fragrant perfume, remaining in a corner, the fragrance of which does not
spread. Once it is opened and moved, its fragrance begins to spread. Thus said the Holy
One Blessed Be He to Avraham: ‘Move yourself from place to place, and your name will
grow great within the world.””
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3 And | will have you swear by Hashem, God of heaven and God of earth, that you will
not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | dwell.
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7 Hashem, God of heaven, Who took me from the home of my father and from the land
of my birth; and Who spoke to me, and Who swore to me saying, ‘To your offspring will
lie give this land,” He will send His angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son
from there.
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[1l. Foundations of Nationhood

A. Matan Torah
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12 And you shalt set a boundary for the people round about, saying: Take heed to
yourselves, that you not ascend the mount, nor touch the edge of it; whoever shall
touch the mount shall be surely put to death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall
surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live; when the
ram's horn sounds long, they shall ascend the mount.’

B. Binyan HaMishkan
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8 And they shall create for me a Holy place; and | will dwell within them.
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And the Keruvim shall be with wings upwards outstretched, hovering with their wings
above the Kapporet; and their faces shall be each towards his brother, towards the
Kapporet shall be the faces of the Keruvim.
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Why does the Torah place observance of Shabbat in the same pasuk as the awe
of the Mikdash? To correlate the two phenomena...
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C. Kedushat Ha’aretz
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The Rambam maintains the following:

e The conquest of the Land of Israel in Joshua’s time [the first sanctification]
sanctified the Land temporarily, but not in perpetuity.

e In contrast, the Temple and Jerusalem were sanctified by the first
sanctification in perpetuity because their sanctification emanates from the
Holy Presence

e The return to the Land of Israel in the days of Ezra and Nehemia [the
second sanctification] sanctifies the Land in perpetuity

e The second sanctification in Ezra’s time transcends the first sanctification
because the second unfolded through possession while the first unfolded
through conquest
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V. A Powerful Contrast
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Har Sinai ---Har Moria: Temporal vs. Eternal Kedusha




